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Welcome to Key Stage 4 at Paddington Academy from our Principals, 
Katie Gillam and Peter Jones
 

At Paddington Academy, our aim is to bring out ‘the best in everyone’.  As our Year 
9 students begin to make important decisions that will affect their future, we aim to 
ensure that each child has the right guidance to put them on a path to reach their 
potential.

We know what a truly amazing experience it is to be part of the Paddington Academy 
community, how highly our students can achieve and successful they can be in the 
classroom and beyond.  For seven consecutive years we have been in the top 10 
schools in the country for the progress our students make, and we believe that all 
students are capable of making outstanding progress and attaining at the highest level, 
whatever their starting point.  This is the case for every year group, and we are aware 
that this success is, in part, based on making the right curriculum decisions in these 
early stages of Key Stage 4.  We have incredibly supportive pastoral and academic 
teams who are looking forward to working with our Year 9 students in making these 
important choices.  

The support and encouragement parents can provide at this important stage of a 
child’s education is also critical.  We are looking forward to meeting with the parent of 
every child in the year, and working together to ensure all our students at Paddington 
Academy are successful.

 

We hope that you find what you are looking for in this booklet.  If not, please do 
contact us for further information.

 

With very best wishes,

Katie Gillam and Peter Jones

Principals

Welcome





At Paddington Academy, we want you to be in the best possible position to prepare you for your 
future. You may have a very clear idea of what you want that future to look like, but most students 
in Year 9 aren’t completely sure what direction they want to take yet. This is usual at this stage, so 
it’s important to keep your options open to give you the widest range of opportunities later on.

You will know which subjects you achieve well in, and those you enjoy – these should be the main 
factors when choosing your options.

You should also be aware that most universities require three or more good A-Level grades. In 
order to get onto most A-Level courses (or equivalent), you will need five or more good GCSE 
grades (which means Grade 9-5 under the new grading system), including English, Maths and 
Science.

You should also take into account that studying a language is highly valued, as are History and 
Geography. These subjects demonstrate that you are a student with broad interests, and the skills 
you develop are considered to help your overall learning. They are well-respected qualifications 
which can open doors and opportunities in the future. These subjects appeal to universities and 
colleges, and many more students are taking them now.

All the information you need is in this booklet, and staff are available to discuss your decisions 
and options with you.

• Head of Year – Mr Todd Baker

• Director of KS3 – Mr Daniel Riley

• Assistant Principal KS3 – Mr Pete Mathershaw

• Assistant Principal Curriculum – Ms Amy Walters

To email any of these teachers, the address is firstname.surname@paddington-academy.org
Please also speak to your tutor, subject leaders, and any member of the SLT who would be happy 
to help.

What do I need to know before I start?



Key dates

Options Information Evening for parents
Monday 30th January, 6pm

Deadline for Options Interview reply slips 
Tuesday 31st January

All interview times are arranged in 

advance on your preferred date, and take 

place between 4.30-6.30pm

Options interview dates

Wednesday 8th February

Thursday 9th February

Tuesday 21st February

Thursday 23rd February



What is the process?

To help you be well-informed, you will receive:

- this booklet at home, to go through with your family

- this booklet at school, to go through in tutor time

- guidance options lessons in tutor time

- assemblies about subjects you haven’t studied before

- the opportunity to attend taster lessons

- a personal options interview with your parents/carers

You must:

- speak to teachers/course leaders and ask questions to help you choose your options

- return the reply slip with your parents’/carers’ preferred date for your interview

- attend the Options Interview with your parents/carers

Attendance at the Options Interviews is very important.  We cannot confirm the 

options choices of any student until the interview has taken place. 



What are my pathway choices?

The Academy has designed two specific pathways for its students at Key Stage 4 (Years 

10 and 11): the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) Pathway and the EBacc Option Pathway. 

We ensure students take courses that are suitable for them and give them the best 

possible chance of success, of fulfilling their potential and achieving the best possible 

results. 

On the EBacc Pathway, students will study for the English Baccalaureate of English, 

Maths, Science, a language (Arabic, French or Spanish), and Geography or History. 

Students will have the choice of two additional options subjects from a wide range of 

courses on offer.

On the EBacc Option Pathway, students will have the possibility of studying the 

EBacc pathway; they will study English, Maths and Science, will chose four options 

from a wide range of courses to complete a full timetable.

Key information:
- All students will study English, Maths, and Science (more information in this booklet)

- All students will have one core PE lesson every two weeks

- All students will cover RE (Religious Education) on three Special Learning Days 

throughout the year



The English Baccalaureate is not a 

qualification in itself; it is a group of 

qualifications in ‘facilitating’ subjects – 

these are subjects which develop good 

learning skills, and which universities 

consider to be useful for higher education. 

Taking the EBacc is about having a wide 

range of these subjects and keeping your 

options open for studies at Key Stage 

5. Although it is important to be aware 

that the EBacc is not needed to go to 

university, the EBacc Pathway is available 

to all students in Year 9. 

What is the EBacc?

In order to achieve the English 

Baccalaureate, you will need a good GCSE 

grade (9-5) in English, Maths, Science, a 

Modern Foreign Language, and History 

or Geography.



What will my timetable be? 

As part of a fortnightly timetable, students attend three 100-minute lessons a day, 
and receive a 35-minute pastoral tutor session or assembly Monday-Thursday. 

On both pathways offered, 17 out of the 30 fortnightly lessons are allocated 
to English, Maths and Science.  On an EBacc Pathway, 6 further lessons 
are dedicated to studying EBacc subjects, with 6 additional lessons for 
options subjects.  On an EBacc Option Pathway, 12 additional lessons are 
dedicated to options subjects, with three lessons per fortnight per option. 
Both pathways receive one lesson of core PE.

Students in Year 11 receive the additional provision of an extra lesson or 
supervised independent study Tuesday-Thursday, and targeted support 
sessions.



GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education)
With a GCSE you gain a grade from 9 - 1 (with 9 being the highest grade).   
The course consists of mostly examinations but there are some elements of 
coursework or controlled assessment in some subjects. 

BTEC (Business and Technology Education Council award)
With a BTEC you learn about a subject in a more practical, work related manner. 
These courses are for those who prefer to have the chance to be assessed on 
coursework, and who enjoy independent learning and practical activity.  There 
will also be an examination and you must pass this in order to pass the course. 
You can achieve Pass, Merit or Distinction.  These courses are the equivalent to 
one GCSE.

You can find out more about a particular course by reading the page in this 
booklet or speaking to the teacher leading the course.

What is the difference between a GCSE and a BTEC?



How do I make my options choices?

What should you consider when choosing options subjects?

- Which subjects are you successful in?

- Which subjects do you enjoy (as you’ll be studying them for the next two years)?

- What skills do you want to learn?

- What might you want to study afterwards? Do you need a GCSE in a subject if you 
want to take it at A-Level?

- What do you study in the subject, and is it right for you? Can you find out more from 
the teacher(s)?

- Are there any entry requirements for the subjects you want to study?

What are common mistakes made when choosing options subjects?

- Choosing an option because all your friends are doing it

- Choosing based on the teacher(s)

- Choosing because you’ve never done the subject before, so it must be good

- Deciding without reading this booklet, asking questions, and speaking to teachers

- Deciding without discussing it with your family

- Deciding against a subject because you don’t want a career in it.



What are the options on offer?

• Arabic GCSE

• Art & Design GCSE

• Art & Design Textiles BTEC 

• Business BTEC

• Business Studies GCSE

• Computer Science GCSE

• Dance GCSE

• Drama GCSE

• Economics GCSE

• English Language GCSE

• English Literature GCSE

• Food Technology GCSE

• French GCSE

• Geography GCSE

• Health and Social Care BTEC

• Health and Social Care GCSE

• History GCSE

• Information and Creative Technology BTEC

• Maths GCSE

• Media GCSE

• Music GCSE

• Performing Arts (Acting) BTEC

• Product Design GCSE

• Religious Education GCSE

• Science GCSE

• Sociology GCSE

• Spanish GCSE

• Sports Science BTEC

• Sports Science GCSE 
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 Arabic Art & Design 
GCSE Edexcel – 1AD0

The GCSE Art and Design course is designed not only for 

anyone who intends to pursue a career in the art world 

but for those pupils who wish to broaden their field of 

knowledge and extend their creative skills through an 

exploration into visual communication

The course requires that you learn skills relating to analysis 

and understanding of art, collection and presentation of 

resources, observations and ideas, and the ability to use 

various materials, development and presentation of your 

ideas.

Main topics covered include: natural forms, identity, growth 

and evolution,  and contextualising the notion of conflict in 

relation to Art, Design and Culture. 

Coursework: worth 60%  portfolio-based work 

Exam: worth 40% - project title given by the exam board and 

developed over a couple of months, which culminates in an 

exam over two days.  Marks are awarded for the research as 

well as the final piece.

Grading: 9-1

Teacher: Mr Elias

You’ll enjoy this course if you have a passion for being 

creative and exploring ideas through experimentation with 

different techniques.  If you are open minded and keen to 

challenge yourself, analysing how artists communicate their 

ideas and developing your own visual language, then this 

course is for you.

GCSE Edexcel –  2AR01

Students will learn to speak, listen, read, write and 

communicate effectively in Arabic, as well as develop 

awareness and understanding of countries and 

communities where the language is spoken. Students will 

be challenged to develop their speaking and writing ability 

to communicate in a range of contexts. They will develop 

language learning strategies to sustain communication and 

build fluency and confidence. 

Students will be challenged to analyse texts other materials 

in the original language. 

You’ll enjoy this course if you are passionate about Arabic 

language and culture. You will also find this course accessible 

if you can use all four skills to an intermediate level. 

Four exams

Listening – 23% of the grade

Speaking – 27% of the grade

Reading – 23% of the grade

Writing - 27% of the grade 

You will need to have a conversational ability in Arabic and 

ability to read and write simple sentences in Arabic script

Grading: 9-1

Teacher: Ms Saad

EBacc



 Business
BTEC Pearson -  600/4786/0

Art & Design Textiles 

This course involves the creation, selection, manipulation 

and application of a range of materials such as fibres, yarns 

and fabrics, and processes such as stitching and printing to 

create design stories working towards a final piece.

The course aims to develop an understanding and 

appreciation of the textile design and to develop visual 

communication skills through the use of photography, mark 

making and 3D practical exploration.

BTEC Edexcel - 600/4781/1

The course will cover a selection of different areas of study 

including printed and dyed fabrics, contextual studies, 

stitched and embellished textiles and pattern cutting and 

construction. 

You’ll enjoy this course if you have a passion for being 

creative and exploring ideas through experimentation with 

different techniques such as printing, drawing, photography 

and using the sewing machine BTEC.  If you are open 

minded and keen to challenge yourself, analysing how artists 

communicate their ideas and developing your own visual 

language, then this course is for you.

Grading: Pass, Merit and Distinction

Teacher: Mrs Mobsby

Compulsory

Unit 1 – An introduction to specialist pathways in art 
and design

Unit 2 – Creative project in art and design (an 8 hour 
practical exam)

Optional/specialist

Unit 4 – Communicating ideas in 3D

Unit 6 – Investigating contextual references in art and 
design

This course has been designed to provide an engaging 

and stimulating introduction to the world of business. The 

qualification builds on learning from Key Stage 3 for those 

who may wish to explore a vocational route throughout Key 

Stage 4.   

It provides a starting point of a route into employment in 

many of the diverse areas of business, including roles such as 

marketing, finance, customer service or human resources in 

large businesses, or in a small, local business.

In the two core units, students will have the opportunity 

to develop enterprise and financial skills and knowledge 

necessary to enable them to understand how businesses 

recognise opportunities, and build on these to succeed. 

Learners will understand how a business makes and 

manages its money, and plans for the future. This will include 

elements such as enterprise in the business world, finance 

for business, promoting a brand, and recruitment, selection 

and employment.

If you enjoy working independently as well as in a classroom 

environment, this course is perfect for you. One unit is a 

finance exam, and the other three units are all coursework 

units. This course will provide any budding young entrepre-

neurs with the necessary information to open and manage a 

successful business, and teach them the necessary numera-

cy and problem solving skills.

Finance exam taken in summer 2018

One internally assessed unit in 2018

Two internally assessed units in 2019

Grading: Pass, Merit and Distinction

Teacher: Mr Taufik



 Computer Science  
GCSE AQA - 8520

The GCSE Computer Science course gets students working 
with real-world, practical programming techniques that give 
them a good understanding of what makes technology work.

You will develop skills such as how to think creatively and 
logically and programming skills.

Content

Fundamentals of algorithms 

Programming 

Fundamentals of data representation 

Computer systems 

Fundamentals of computer networks 

Fundamentals of cyber security 

Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital 

technology on wider society, including issues of privacy 

You’ll love this course if you are interested in computers, 

technology and how they work. You’ll enjoy this if you are 

creative and like problem-solving.

2 exams in July 2017 Computational thinking and problem-

solving (40%) 

Written assessment (40%).

Non-exam assessment – Practical Programming (20%)

There will be an entry requirement for this course. 

Teacher: Ms Rexha

Grading: 9-1

Business 
This course encourages students to :

• Know and understand business concepts, business 

terminology, business objectives, the integrated nature of 

business activity and the impact of business on individuals 

and wider society 

• Apply knowledge and understanding to contemporary 

business issues and to different types and sizes of 

businesses in local, national and global contexts 

• Develop as enterprising individuals with the ability to 

think commercially and creatively to demonstrate business 

acumen, and draw on evidence to make informed business 

decisions and solve business problems

You’ll enjoy this course if you would like to learn the specific 

details on how open, run and manage a successful business. 

This course will prepare any budding business people well 

and provide them will all the necessary information and 

knowledge to run a successful business. You will enjoy it if 

you are a creative thinker and be comfortable using maths 

to work out costs, revenues and profits.

2 exams taken in summer 2019

GCSE AQA -8132

Teacher: Mr Taufik 

Grading: 9-1



 Dance
GCSE AQA - 8236

This is a skills-based approach to studying dance by ‘doing’ 

and the anthology of professional works will provide a 

springboard for creative and exciting practical tasks.  The 

course aims to develop students’ understanding of dance 

and their ability to critically appreciate dance of different 

styles and from a variety of cultures.  Students will be 

challenged to express and communicate their ideas through 

performance, choreography and appreciation.

The course will cover: 

Artificial Things – Stopgap Dance Company (Inclusive)

A Linha Curva – Rambert Dance Company (Cultural)

Infra – The Royal Ballet (Contemporary)

Shadows – Phoenix Dance Theatre (Theatre)

Within Her Eyes – James Cousins Company (Lyrical)

Emancipation of Expressionism – Boy Blue Entertainment 

(Hip Hop)

Dance is a powerful and expressive subject which 

encourages students to develop their creative, physical, 

emotional and intellectual capacity, whatever their previous 

experience in the subject.

“I love GCSE Dance because it gives me a chance to express 

myself and build my confidence, whilst getting fit and 

developing my creativity.” 

Exams are split into two components:

• Performance & Choreography (60%) 

• Critical Appreciation (40%)

Teacher: Mrs Naish-Williams

Grading: 9-1

Drama

This academic course blends practical drama with the social, 
cultural and historical context of the texts and ideas being 
explored.

1. Text Performance
The world of theatre is opened up in this unit that involves 
performing two extracts from one play. Choices of text 
are flexible and can range from classical texts (Euripides, 
Shakespeare and Lope De Vega) through to 20th Century 
and contemporary (Soyinka, Tucker Green and Walsh).

2. Devising drama
Students begin by developing knowledge and skills in 
a variety of performance styles from Steven Berkoff to 
Kneehigh Theatre. Groups will then create their own original 
play. The creative process is analysed and evaluated in 
coursework.

3. Understanding drama (written exam)
Develop knowledge and understanding of drama and 
theatre by exploring a play in performance and evaluating 
a professional theatre production. Students will have the 
chance to see the very best in London theatre.

This course prepares students to be culturally rich citizens, 

through the creation and critical appreciation of live theatre 

performance. If you enjoy acting, directing or designing (set, 

lighting or sound) this is a course that will challenge and 

inspire.

One written exam, two performances and one coursework 
submission.

Teacher: Mr  Golding

Grading: 9-1

GCSE AQA - 8261



 Economics
GCSE OCR - J205

Economics is about studying the world around us from a 

social, financial and cultural perspective. The subject looks 

at all the different factors that affect wealth and well-being. 

some of the topics that you might come across could 

include:

The allocations of resources within an economy- How do we 

decide where a country should spend its money?

Production and efficiency in business - how do businesses 

ensure that they make a profit?

Government intervention- learning about the policies that 

governments put in place that affects businesses and the 

economy in general

Economics is an extremely enjoyable and interesting subject 
to take at GCSE. It will really open your eyes and challenge 
you to think in different ways about the world around 
you. Economics GCSE is designed to help you gain a good 
understanding of the major issues in Economics and how 
these affect us in our daily lives and in the future.

2 exams taken in summer 2019

There will be an entry requirement for this course. 

Teacher: Mr Taufik 

Grading: 9-1

English Language 
GCSE AQA - 8700

The course prepares students for using their skills in English 

in the wider-world. The Reading portion explores a wide 

range of unseen texts of both fiction and non-fiction. 

Students develop a wide understanding of how writers 

convey their viewpoints, ideas and perspectives on human 

nature through their writing and an appreciation for how 

these are constructed. In particular, the skill of being able 

to analyse and approach unseen texts unaided prepares 

students for the work place. The Writing section of the 

course aims to develop and strengthen students’ ability to 

employ their own writing to convey ideas with a particular 

purpose for the writing and allows them to creatively 

express their ideas.  

The course will cover a range of fiction and non-fiction texts 

to include both 19th century and modern work.

This course is truly preparation for the future. No matter what 

job you want to go on to do, GCSE English Language is really 

about giving you the ability to read, understand and form an 

opinion on something as well as express your ideas in writing. 

You’ll enjoy the course if you are interested in the world around 

us and how different people share their views on it. 

Two exams, taken in summer 2019

Teacher: Ms Philp & Ms Frieder

Grading: 9-1

EBacc



 English Literature
GCSE AQA - 8702

You’ll enjoy this course if you like reading, but also if you 

enjoy learning about great characters and plots. You’ll enjoy 

it if you like working out the meaning behind language and 

how writers get across their ideas to have an impact on you 

- the reader - or an audience.

Two exams, taken in summer 2019

This is a skills-based approach to exploring range of texts, 

including poetry, drama and prose from different social, 

political and historical contexts. The course aims to develop 

an understanding and appreciation of British literature and 

develop personal responses to texts.

Students will be challenged to become critical readers, 

exploring the methods that writers use to engage, intrigue, 

and convey messages to their readers.

The course will cover: 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth
JB Priestley’s An Inspector Calls 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol
Power and Conflict poetry

Teacher: Ms Philp & Ms Frieder

Grading: 9-1

EBacc

Food Technology
GCSE AQA - 8585

Food preparation and nutrition is a brand new creative and 

exciting course for students wanting to explore KS3 food 

technology science in a greater depth. 

The course has a practical based approach to learning 

about cooking skills and science to ensure students develop 

a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance 

and the working characteristics of food materials. The 

core purpose of the course focuses on nurturing students' 

practical cookery skills to give them a strong understanding 

of nutrition and the science behind the ingredients they use 

in lesson.

Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics:

• Food, nutrition and health

• Food science

• Food safety

• Food choice

• Food provenance

Students will enjoy this course if they enjoy working with 

food and learning about food science. Students will enjoy 

a practical based subject and will also enjoy analysing and 

investigating the working characteristics of ingredients 

through creating written scientific reports.  

Two controlled assessments 

One written exam 

Teacher: Mrs Mobsby

Grading: 9-1



 Geography 
GCSE Edexcel A - 1GA0

Physical geography

Looking at the formation of rivers and coasts, the impact of 

climate change and hurricanes, as well as how we protect 

the environment of our planet. 

Human geography

Looking at how cities have changed and developed over 

time, how countries manage their resources as well as 

looking at varying development levels around the world 

(something we looked at in Year 9!). 

Fieldwork and the UK

Fieldwork is an important part of being a geographer and 

involves 2 trips in year 10, one to an urban area and one to 

the coast, to look at how the things we’ve studied in class, 

look in real life. 

Geography is recognised as being an academic subject which 

is well-respected by both universities and employers. It is 

a fantastic subject to bridge between the Humanities and 

Science subjects. Geographers develop a range of skills, 

including data analysis, and understanding of processes. 

They get involved in politics, humanitarian work, health and 

medicine, engineering and much more!

3 exams taken in summer 2019

Paper 1: Physical Geography.

Paper 2: Human Geography.

Paper 3: Fieldwork and the UK. 

Teacher: Miss Jackson 

Grading: 9-1

EBacc

In order to study this subject at A-Level, you must take it for GCSE.

French
GCSE AQA - 8658

This course has a skills-based approach to French 

language learning. The course aims to strengthen student 

communication in all four skills (Listening, Reading, Writing 

and Speaking), whilst stimulating student knowledge of the 

culture of French speaking countries.

Students will be challenged to develop their communication 

skills in a variety of contexts, enabling them to become 

French speakers who can communicate with confidence.

The course covers a wide range of contexts that are within 

the overall themes of:

- Identity and culture;

- Local, national, international and global areas of interest; 

and

- Current and future study and employment. 

At the end of the two-year course, you should be able 

to communicate information in a variety of contexts, 

spontaneously, and without the need for a dictionary 

or other resources. This course equips students to 

communicate confidently in French.

There are four exams, each of a weighting of 25%: reading, 

writing, speaking and listening.  These exams are taken in 

summer of 2019.

Teacher: Mrs Hansen

Grading: 9-1

EBacc



Health and Social Care 
GCSE Edexcel - 2HSO1

Understanding personal development and relationships

• Human growth and development • Factors affecting 

human growth and development • Effects of relationships 

on personal growth and development • The effect of life 

events on personal development

This unit is assessed through a 1-hour and 15-minute 

written examination paper worth 40% of your overall grade

Exploring Health, Social Care and Early Years Provision

• The range of care needs of major client groups • How 

health care, social care and early years services are accessed 

and the barriers to access • How health, social care and 

early years services are provided • Workers in health, social 

care and early years • Care values which underpin service 

provider interaction

• This unit is internally assessed through an Edexcel-set task 

to be completed under controlled conditions  worth 60% of 

your grade. 

You should study this course if you want to understand 

aspects of personal development, and the health, social 

care and early years sectors, through investigation and 

evaluation of a range of services and organisations; develop 

a critical and analytical approach to problem solving within 

the health, social care and early years sectors; and examine 

issues which affect the nature and quality of human life, 

including an appreciation of diversity and cultural issues.

40 % examination

60% controlled assessment

Teacher: Ms George

Grading: A-E

Health and Social Care
BTEC Edexcel - 600/4782/3

You’ll develop skills such as: team working; working 

onto brief; working to deadlines; presenting information 

effectively; accurately and independently organising your 

own work. BTEC Firsts motivate learners, and open doors to 

progression into further study and responsibility within the 

workplace.

You’ll be learning about:

• Effective communication

• Nutrition

• Human development

• Health and social care values

You’ll enjoy this course if you like a practical approach to 

your studies.  You’ll learn about a very wide range of things 

in Health and Social care.  You might want to look at a career 

in HSC and this is a good place to start.

Three controlled assessments and one exam

Teacher: Ms George

Grading: Pass, Merit, Distinction,                   



Information & Creative Technology  
BTEC Edexcel  

This vocational course has been developed to inspire and 

enthuse learners to become technology aware. It will 

help ou gain a broad understanding of the Information 

Technology sector and some aspects of the creative 

industries e.g. electronic publishing or multimedia 

production.

The course will help you gain the practical skills, knowledge 

and understanding to design, make and review systems and 

products, such as digital animation products that combine 

information technology and creative technology. It will also 

help you develop skills needed for a wide range of job roles, 

such as: website content manager, computer animator and 

graphic designer.

You will enjoy this course if you like working with computers 

and enjoy more coursework based learning.

Coursework: worth 75%
Exam: worth 25%

Teacher: Mr Littler

Grading: Pass, Merit, Distinction

History
GCSE WJEC - C100QS 

This course aims to encourage students’ interest in and 

enthusiasm for history.  Over the two years students 

will have the opportunity to study a range of historical 

periods. Through the interrogation of sources and analysis 

of interpretation students will be able to reach well-

substantiated judgements and draw links and comparisons 

with historical events and current affairs.

What will I study?

The Elizabethan Age, 1558 – 1603

Germany in Transition, 1919 – 1939

The Development of the USA, 1929 – 2000

Health and Medicine in Britain, c.500 to present day

History is a very popular GCSE subject at Paddington. 

Students who pick History enjoy learning about the 

causes and consequences of important historical events. 

Making sense of the past develops skills that are valuable 

to anyone who seeks the truth and wants to think clearly 

and intelligently about the world around us.  This is also a 

subject where being able to debate and argue you points is 

very important – historians do not always agree on what the 

truth is! You will need to like reading and writing, as you will 

be required to do this a lot.

Two exams, taken in 2019

Teacher: Mr Farci 

Grading: 9-1

EBacc

In order to study this subject at A-Level, you must take it for GCSE.



 Maths
GCSE Edexcel - 1MA1

EBacc
The course aims to develop your fluency in mathematic 

techniques you have learnt since year 7. In addition to this, 

you will develop your mathematical reasoning (explaining 

and proving why something is correct based on information 

provided) as well as your problem solving skills.

You will be expected to apply your mathematical knowledge 

to unfamiliar situations and come to a conclusion 

independently. You should expect to get “stuck” frequently 

but should have a range of techniques and be resilient 

enough to work through this with clear logical explanations 

and reasons.

Achieving well in maths opens up a whole range of 

opportunities at sixth form, university and work.

High achieving students may be entered for Further 

Mathematics GCSE which extends many of the higher GCSE 

topic and acts as a bridge between GCSE and A-Level Maths.

Studying maths will improve students’ problem solving, 

independence and reasoning skills which are all essential 

skills for any situation in life.

Students will enjoy this course if they enjoy solving 

problems and applying their knowledge in different 

situations in a logical and systematic way.

Examination:
3 papers taken at the end of year 11.

Paper 1 – non calculator 

Paper 2 and 3 – calculator

You will be entered for either Foundation tier or Higher tier 

depending on what is best for you.

Teacher: Miss Houldsworth & Mr San

Grading: 9-1  |  Foundation: 1-5   |  Higher: 4-9

Media
GCSE AQA   

Students will develop high level analytical and critical 

thinking skills by understanding and responding to

audio-visual forms, online forms and

print forms. 

Students will study how these products employ media 

language and representations, as well as the different 

industries that cater to different audiences. 

The UK media sector is expected to grow at 3% every year 

from now until 2020 when it is expected to be worth £68.2 

billion. It is a popular and competitive industry and having a 

GCSE in Media will help give you the edge in understanding 

the products it produces and how the industry works. 

Media is all around us and it is important to be able to 

analyse all aspects of the types of information given to 

audiences and how audiences respond. We will examine 

the positive and negatives of the different media forms that 

continue to grow and assess how they affect our society. 

There are two written papers:

Paper 1 (35%) will test students’ knowledge on media 

industries, media audiences, and media representations.

Paper 2 (35%) will test students’ knowledge of media 

language and textual analysis. 

One non-exam assessment is an individual practical 

production for a specified target audience.

Teacher: Miss Slevin

Grading: 9-1



 Music
GCSE WJEC

1. Performing / realising music

Students are assessed on their ability to perform two pieces 

of music.  Most students opt to perform on their instrument 

of choice, but it is also acceptable to create a performance 

using music technology i.e. using Logic Pro.

2. Composing music

Students are given the opportunity to create and record 

their own music.

3. Listening / understanding / appraising

This area of the course is assessed as a written exam, taken 

at the end of the course during the summer of year 11.  

Students have to answer questions on music that is played 

to them during the exam.

You’ll enjoy this course if you enjoy listening to music and 

creating music on Logic or on an instrument.

1. Performing / realising music - coursework (30%)

2. Composing music - coursework (30%)

3. Listening / understanding / appraising - exam (40%)

Teacher: Mr Balysz

Grading: 9-1

Performing Arts (Acting)
BTEC 600/4785/9

This vocational course focuses mainly on the practical 

creation and performance of drama.

1. Individual Showcase

Using a real-world setting, students are to prepare a 

letter of application and complete an individual audition. 

The audition involves preparing two monologues from a 

published play.

2. Preparation, Performance and Production

In this unit you will learn how to develop a performance 

piece as a member of a theatre company. You will take on 

a specific performing or production role and work together 

to explore, develop and shape ideas for the original 

performance. For students interested in production roles 

these can include set, lighting and sound design. All of your 

hard work will come to fruition when you present your 

performance to an audience. 

3. Acting Skills

Students develop their movement, character and vocal 

skills as well as complete an ongoing evaluation of their 

learning and progress. They will have the chance to explore 

lots of different plays, before independently rehearsing and 

performing a group piece.

This vocational course is suited for learners who enjoy 

working with others practically in drama. Written 

assignments are completed as coursework and there is no 

written exam.

It is an enjoyable course that offers the flexibility to cater to 

different students’ skills and interests. It is designed to offer 

an insight into professional theatre practice. Students are 

introduced to the different elements of performance and 

production through practical application and theatre trips.

Teacher: Mr Golding 

Grading: Pass | Merit | Distinction



 Product Design 
GCSE AQA - 8552

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare students to 

participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly 

technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn 

from wider influences on Design and Technology including 

historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic 

factors. Students will get the opportunity to work creatively 

when designing and making and apply technical and 

practical expertise.

Core technical principles learned include:

• New and emerging technologies

• Energy storage and generation

• Modern and smart materials

• Systems approach to designing

• Mechanical devices

• Materials and their working properties.

Coursework: worth 50% - a design and make task that is 

assessed on the practical application of:

• Core technical principles

• Specialist technical principles

• Designing and making principles 

Exam: worth 50% - one exam that assesses core technical 

principals, specialist technical principles and designing and 

making principles.

Teacher: Mr Elias

Grading: 9-1

RE 
GCSE WJEC  - C120P3

This course is an inquiry based approach to the world’s 

ultimate questions. Over the two years students will 

have the opportunity to explore and critically engage 

with a range of religious and philosophical approaches to 

controversial issues like war, abortion and evil in the world. 

Through an analysis of religious beliefs and philosophical 

concepts, students will be able to reach an evaluation of the 

significance of religion and belief in the modern world.

Teacher: Ms Sliti 

Grading: 9-1

Topics studied will include religious, philosophical and 

ethical issues in the modern world,  study of Christianity and 

study of Islam.

What students love most about RE is that it provides them 

with a platform to express and evaluate their personal 

responses and informed insights on fundamental questions 

about identity, belonging, meaning, purpose, truth, values 

and commitments. It is a subject that welcomes diverse 

opinions and allows students to articulate their views 

through healthy debate. You will need to be open to 

different points of view on key issues as this is central to the 

course.

Two exams taken in 2019

In order to study this subject at A-Level, you must take it for GCSE.



 Science 
GCSE AQA Combined Science - Trilogy 8464

Over two years, students will cover a wide range of topics 

from all three disciplines in science (Biology, Chemistry and 

Physics). All students will work towards two GCSEs, with 

some being given the opportunity to gain three GCSES in 

Science. 

Students will explore content using their previously 

gained knowledge of the scientific method. They will use 

their skills in mathematics to help them analyse data and 

produce equations to represent reactions. They will learn to 

understand models of  processes, as well as how to evaluate 

scientific change in the context of ethics and morality.

An understanding of science is fundamental to our 

increasingly fast paced and technologically led environment. 

If you use a mobile phone, a microwave or even wear 

clothing made from materials such as polyester you are 

being surrounded by science and engineering.

We are continually being bombarded with news and 

information. An understanding of the scientific method will 

allow you to interpret and analyse the things that you are 

told, and enable you to challenge those concepts that you 

don’t agree with.

Teacher: Mr Ives  & Miss Gordon

Grading: 9-1

EBacc

Sociology
GCSE AQA - 8192  

Students will develop their analytical, assimilation and 

communication skills by comparing and contrasting 

perspectives on a variety of social issues, constructing 

reasoned arguments, making substantiated judgements and 

drawing reasoned conclusions.  

By studying Sociology, students will develop transferable 

skills including how to: 

• investigate facts and make deductions 

• develop opinions and new ideas on social issues 

• analyse and better understand the social world

The course will cover: 

• the sociological approach 

• social structures, social processes and social issues 

• families 

• education

• crime and deviance 

• social stratification 

• sociological research methods 

You will enjoy this course if you are interested in studying 

human behaviour and learning completing explanations to 

understand how society functions.  If you have a passion for 

debating social issues and critically evaluating explanations 

for patterns of behaviour you will enjoy this course. 

Students have said the following:

‘ I love sociology it has changed my whole outlook on how I 

see the world I live in.’

‘ I now feel I understand why people behave the way they 

do and the world we live in.’ 

Two exams 

Teacher: Mrs Coates 

Grading: 9-1

In order to study this subject at A-Level, you must take it for GCSE.



 Spanish
GCSE AQA - 8658

This course has a skills-based approach to Spanish 

language learning. The course aims to strengthen student 

communication in all four skills (Listening, Reading, Writing 

and Speaking), whilst stimulating student knowledge of the 

culture of Spanish speaking countries.

Students will be challenged to develop their communication 

skills in a variety of contexts, enabling them to become 

Spanish speakers who can communicate with confidence.

The course covers a wide range of contexts that are within 

the overall themes of:

- Identity and culture;

- Local, national, international and global areas of interest; 

and

- Current and future study and employment. 

Teacher: Mrs Loewe

Grading: 9-1

There are four exams, each of a weighting of 25%: reading, 

writing, speaking and listening.  These exams are taken in 

summer of 2019.

EBacc

Sports Science 
BTEC Edexcel

The course is a mix of practical and classroom based lessons 

and covers the following units:

Practical Sport

In this unit you select two sports and learn how to improve 

your performance in them by analysing your practical skills. 

It is mainly taught practically with written coursework 

alongside the practical lessons.

Fitness Training

In this unit you will learn about what fitness is, how to 

become fitter and what methods of training best suit certain 

athletes. You are assessed via an on-line exam.

Sports Leadership

For this unit you undertake the role of a coach. You will look 

at what makes excellent sports leaders and deliver you own 

coaching sessions. 

This qualification involves a mix of practical and classroom 

lessons, so if you enjoy taking part in physical activity but also 

want to understand how the body works in more detail this is 

the subject for you.

You will cover several topics including; practical sport, fitness 

training, sports leadership and creating a personal exercise 

plan.

If you are interested in how to improve your fitness and 

performance in your favourite sport you will enjoy this 

qualification.

One  on-line exam (1 hour)

Three units involving coursework that you will produce on 
the computer.

Teacher: Mr Cochrane

Grading: Pass, Merit, Distinction



 Sports Science 
GCSE Edexcel - 1PE0

Fitness and Body Systems (Exam)

Students will study; anatomy and physiology, physical 

fitness training, use of data in sport science and movement 

analysis. 

Health and Performance (Exam)

Students will study; health and wellbeing, sport psychology 

and social and cultural influences on sport.

Practical Performance (Controlled Assessment)

Students select three sports that they perform as part of 

a practical controlled assessment. The three sports must 

include one team and one individual sport, the third is a 

free choice. Students must also complete a piece of written 

coursework where they design and complete a personal 

exercise plan.

You will enjoy this course if you have an interest in science, 

human biology and nutrition. If you want to find out how the 

human body and mind works and how this can benefit health 

and performance in sport then you will enjoy GCSE PE.

Two written exams account for 60% of the course.

Practical performance in three sports account for 30% of the 

course. 

One piece of written coursework accounts for 10% of the 

course. 

It is important to recognise this is a scientific course and it 

is very different to PE in years 7-9. A strong science, PE and 

English level is crucial as is a passion for at least two sports.

Teacher: Mr Cochrane & Ms Lloyd

Grading: 9-1  
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